


Document ID 4

Commenter: Bruce L. Schmalz, Idaho

Response to Comment:

A. In Chapter 1 of the EIS, the proposed action states that the location of the dry storage facility at
the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory is an action related to the container system choice. 
In addition, the technical feasibility of building a dry storage facility within the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory at a point not above the Snake River Plain Aquifer is being considered
by the Department of Energy pursuant to the October 17, 1995 Court Order in Civil Case No.
91-00540-5-EJL (U.S. District Court, 1995) and the agreement among the State of Idaho, the
Navy, and the Department of Energy. The potential impacts of choosing either of the two
locations evaluated are discussed in Appendix F of the EIS.

B. This assessment is correct.  Chapter 3, Section 3.9 of this EIS states that, ideally, the selected
container system will economically allow naval spent nuclear fuel to be loaded and stored dry at
the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory in the same container which will be used to ship the
spent fuel outside the state of Idaho.  In addition, the selection of an alternative, in the Record
of Decision, will take into consideration the following factors: (1) public comments;
(2) protection of human health and the environment; (3) cost; (4) technical feasibility;
(5) operational efficiency; (6) regulatory impacts; and (7) storage or disposal criteria which may
be established for a repository or centralized interim storage site outside the state of Idaho.


